Cellular mechanisms for the repression of apoptosis.
Apoptosis, also known as programmed cell death, is a ubiquitous mode of cell death known to play an important role during embryogenesis, development, and adult cellular homeostasis. Disruption of this normal physiological cell death process can result in either excessive or insufficient apoptosis, which can lead to various disease states and pathology. Since most cells contain the machinery that brings about apoptosis, it is clear that living cells must contain inherent repressive mechanisms to keep the death process in check. In this review, we examine several modes of repression of apoptosis that exist in cells.